I Want to Go Back

(excerpted from the young adult novel K My Name Is Kendra)
by Kamichi Jackson

I want to go back to when my life was about jumping double-dutch in the middle of the
parking lot, buying bomb pops from the ice cream truck with the wack music, plotting
against the older kids because they ran us younger kids out of the Big Playground, and
racing to be home by the time Mama stopped calling our names from the back porch or
else. I want to go back. I'm afraid to close my eyes when I go to bed now. I can’t get
Uncle C.].’s face out of my head, no matter how hard I try. I keep smelling him. I keep
feeling his hand over my mouth and his hot breath in my ear. I keep hearing those
words—those nasty words no grown man is supposed to say to a fifteen-year-old girl,
especially when that girl is his niece. Those words that keep circling around and around
and around in my head. I want them out. I want them out, but I can’t get them out, no
matter how hard I try. I don’t want to feel anymore. I don't want to remember anymore. I
don’t want to cry anymore. I want to die.

AUTHOR'S CONSENT
You are free to download and print a copy of this monologue for personal use in auditions,
classes, debates, etc. Copies may not be sold or resold to anyone. Copies may not be
stored on any server or website other than that of the author. The author, Kamichi
Jackson, retains full ownership of copyright (all rights are strictly reserved).

AUTHOR CREDIT AND ATTRIBUTION
Before performing, please make sure to mention the source of this monologue.

THEATER COMPANIES AND ORGANIZATIONS
To publish, adapt or stage this monologue as part of a show, permission must be sought
from the author (mail@kamichijackson.com). Royalties may apply. "I Want to Go Back” is
excerpted from K My Name Is Kendra, a young adult novel by Kamichi Jackson.

For more monologues and excerpts by the author visit www.kamichijackson.com


mailto:mail@kamichijackson.com

