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I NT. DANNI’ S LI VI NGROOM — LATER THAT DAY

Danni bursts through the front door of her single famly
home. Rushes to the kitchen to put down the grocery bags in
her arnms. Rushes about the house, fluffing pillows in the
guest bedroons, laying out towels in the guest bathroons,

gi vi ng each roomone final check before her girlfriends are
due to arrive

She’s in the kitchen cooki ng when the front door rings. She
turns a couple of the burners |ow and heads to the front
door. Throws it open to find her girlfriends YVONNE MASON
and CASSI ETTE BURGESS st andi ng on her front stoop. They all
scream and enbrace as the | adi es step inside.

CASSI ETTE
Danni, your house is gorgeous!

YVONNE
| told you you d be inpressed.

DANNI
Thank you, ladies. It took a while to
get it just the way | wanted it, but I
think I"'mfinally there.

CASS| ETTE
Vell, it was worth it. You did a great
j ob.
YVONNE

Is ol girl here yet? W were all
supposed to connect at O Hara airport
and fly in together. Did she get here
yet?

DANNI
Are you serious? You know that child
is late to everywhere. But she'll be
here soon, |I'msure. She won't want to
give us too much tinme to tal k about
her .

VENUS MURRAY enters through the partially open front door.

VENUS
You got that right.

DANNI
Hey, girl, what’s up?

YVONNE

-1-



Last Weekend

Venus hugs

©2005 Kamichi Jackson

So what happened that you coul dn’t
meet up with us?

Danni .

VENUS
(to Yvonne)
VWhy are you al ways up in nmy busi ness?

CASSI ETTE
Yall aren’t going to spend the entire
weekend ar gui ng, are you?

DANNI
Trust ne, they won't. They know I’ ||
put them out.

YVONNE
Danesha, |1’ m hungry and sonet hi ng
smel | s good. \What did you have
delivered, girl?

The wonen enter the kitchen

I NT. KITCHEN — CONTI NUQUS

DANNI
Ch no, honey. |’ m cooking!
YVONNE
(shocked)
You?
CASSI ETTE

Don't |let Danni fool you. She s al ways
known how to cook

YVONNE
Si nce when?
CASSI ETTE
Si nce forever. \WWhere have you been?
YVONNE
I don't renenber Danni ever cooking
anyt hing. | do, however, recall that

she al ways had several |oca
restaurants on speed dial though.

DANNI
Very funny. Here, taste this.
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Yvonne tastes a spoonful of what Danni has in the pot.

YVONNE
Mmm ..she’s got skills, that one.

DANNI
Told ya. And you can thank G Garvin
for that recipe.

YVONNE
If I was ever so blessed as to neet G
Garvin in person, sweetie, | can tel

you right now that the very last thing
I’d have on ny mnd is that recipe.

CASSI ETTE
Hey, Venus, how s your event planning
busi ness goi ng?

VENUS
Very well, actually. |I’ve signed six
new clients in the past three nonths.
And | have an assi stant now. Coul dn’t
handl e all the work by nysel f anynore.

YVONNE
God bl ess her. | pity the wonan that
has to work for you, picky as you are
VENUS
VWhat ever, Yvonne. And FYI—+ hired a man.
CASSI ETTE
Nooooo!
YVONNE
You little hussy.
VENUS
It's strictly business.
YVONNE
(slyly)
It always is.
DANNI

(cutting in)
So, Yvonne. What's new and fabul ous in
your worl d? Non-work rel ated.

YVONNE
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There isn’'t anything in ny life that
isn't work-rel ated, Dan. You and |
have that in conmmobn, renenber?

CASSI| ETTE
(bl ushi ng)
Well, | have sonething new and

fabulous in ny life, |adies.

VENUS
Look, she’s blushing. That could only
mean one thing: a man.

YVONNE
O a woman.

CASSI ETTE
(horrified)
Yvonne! The things you say!

YVONNE
Hey, it’'s been a while since we’ ve al
been in touch. Peopl e do change.

DANNI
Not Cassi. And not in that way.

YVONNE
Ohhhh, the Christian thing. You're
still into that?

CASSI ETTE
(irritated)

It’s not something I'minto—+t’'s who
am now.

VENUS

(cutting in)
So tell us about this man that has
your |ight-skinned cheeks all rosy

red.
CASSI| ETTE
(bl ushi ng agai n)
VWell, his nane is Chauncey—

Yvonne opens her nmouth to nake a conment.

DANNI
(to Yvonne)
Not a word.
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CASSI ETTE
I met himat a jazz spot called the
I ndi go Lounge one ni ght when a couple
of ny co-workers and | had a Grls’
Ni ght Qut a few nont hs ago.

YVONNE
Okay, |I’'’mnot being facetious when
say this—but | didn't think you people
i stened to anything other than Gospe
music. |'’mserious, that's what |
t hought .

VENUS
(to Yvonne)
Why do you do that?

YVONNE
VWhy do | do what?

VENUS
I nterrupt people with questions that
have nothing to do with the story.

DANNI
I’ mserious, ladies. I'"mnot going to
have yal |l arguing the next two days.
This weekend is too inportant to me.

DANNI
(to Cassiette)
Pl ease conti nue.

CASSI ETTE
He's the piano player at the | ounge.
He canme up to ne after the band s | ast
set and introduced hinself. W had a
cup of coffee later that evening and
tal ked for hours and hours into the
next nmorning. W’ ve been tal king
everyday since.

CASSI ETTE

(to Yvonne)
And yes, he's Christian too.

YVONNE
| didn"t say a word

DANNI
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I’ m happy for you, girl. This sounds

prom si ng.
CASSI ETTE
It feels promsing. It feels right,
you know?
VENUS

So if |I’mhearing you properly, you
m ght be calling on ne to coordinate
your weddi ng at sone point in the
future?

CASSI ETTE
(smling shyly)
You never know.

VENUS
It’Il be a fabul ous event.

DANNI

(proudly)
Those are the only kind you throw,

according to Essence magazi ne.
Beat .

DANNI
(to Cassiette and Yvonne)
Did yall see that wite-up on Venus in
Essence?

CASSI| ETTE
Yes! | neant to call you about that,
V. Congratul ati ons, honey.

VENUS
Thank you.

DANNI
(to Yvonne)
No congratul ati ons from you,
girlfriend?

VENUS

She’s in stage two of her hunger. The
stage where she gets all quiet.

CASSI ETTE
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Preceded by the annoyi ng stage where
she runs off at the mouth. Thank God
that’s over.

DANNI
Both of which are foll owed by the
fi nal stage where she goes straight
evil and glares at you all evil-like
but won’'t say a word.

VENUS
Not any ni ce ones anyway.

YVONNE
Yall know all this about ne, and yet
there’'s still no food on the table.

Danni turns the burners off on the stove.

DANNI
It’'s done, it’s done! Gab a plate and
dig in.

YVONNE

That’s ny cue. Excuse ne.

Beat .

(j oki ngly)
Let’s just hope this ain’'t nasty.

I NT. LI VI NGROOM —LATER THAT EVEN NG
The wonen are drinking w ne, |aughing.

YVONNE
(to Cassiette)
Okay, so now that you' re all Christian
and everything, you can tell us the
truth.

CASSI| ETTE
About what ?

YVONNE
That little Bahamas thing. You know
what |’ mtal ki ng about.

VENUS
Are you still on that? That was seven
years ago, Yvonne.
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YVONNE
And Cassiette was a conpletely
di fferent person back then. Quite the
sinner. | want to know how you managed
to get separated fromus, where you
were for those six hours, and who you
were with all that tine. Your story
always was a little suspect to ne.

DANNI
Cassiette, don't explain yourself.
That’ s your business. Yvonne al ways
has had problens m ndi ng her own.

YVONNE
(1 aughi ng)
Don't act like yall didn't want to
know t oo. Cone on.

VENUS
Let it go, girl. Besides, | |ove you
ladies, but I'mtired. 1"'mgoing to

bed.



